ON THE AFFAIRS  OF INDIA.

tions of the Company to employ those obnoxious per-
sons by preference. How far this violent use of au-
thority for the purpose of destroying rivalship has
succeeded in reducing the price of goods to the Com-
pany has been made manifest by the facts before
stated in their place.

The recriminatory charges of the Company's agents
on the native merchants have made very little im-
pression on your Committee. We have nothing in
favor of them but the assertion of a party powerful
and interested. In such cases of mutual assertion
and denial, your Committee are led irresistibly to
attach abuse to power, and to presume that suffering
and hardship are more likely to attend on weakness
than that any combination of unprotected individuals
is of force to prevail over influence, power, wealth,
and authority. The complaints of the native mer-
chants ought not to have been treated in any of those
modes in which they were then treated. And when
men are in the situation of complainants against un-
bounded power, their abandoning their suit is far
from a full and clear proof of their complaints being
groundless. It is not because redress has boen ren-
dered impracticable that oppression does not exist;
nor is the despair of sufferers any alleviation of
their afflictions. A review of some of the most re-
markable of the complaints made by the native mer-
chants in that province is so essential for laying open
the true spirit of the commercial administration, and
the real condition of those concerned in trade there,
that your Committee observing the records on this
subject and at this period full of thorn, they could
not think themselves justifiable in not stating them
to the House-